IS    POLAND    LOST?

subsequently, in a document defending the action
of the Knights before the Pope, alleged that the
Danzigers had set fire to their own houses! The
Germans of to-day made a similar allegation in
connection with the destruction of Guernica, in
Spain, by their airmen.

The occupation of Danzig by the Order was a
decisive event, particularly for the Order itself,
whose Grand Master, having previously reigned
in Venice, now transferred his seat to Marienburg
(as already mentioned above). The victims of the
blood bath were mainly the Polish-Kashubian
inhabitants of the city, the survivors being subse-
quently driven out of Danzig. For nearly a century
and a half thereafter Danzig groaned under the
heel of the Order. When Vladyslav Jagello defeated
the Knights at Tannenberg (where the Germans
now have a memorial glorifying another Battle of
Tannenberg), the Danzigers awaited him as their
immediate liberator, and the Knights who sought
refuge in Danzig were driven out. Their last *mad
dog* act was when the Grand Master's brother
lured the burgomaster and council, who were on
their way to Vladyslav's camp, to Danzig Castle
and murdered them all (1411).

The hour of retribution came when the Prussian
barons finally went over to the Polish side and
declared war on the Order. The Danzigers were
among the first to volunteer, the Castle was
stormed and the Knights extirpated with blood and
iron* In 1457 the city even gave financial assistance
to the Polish King Casimir who, in return, gave
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